PRESS RELEASE
From: U.S. Digtrict Court, Texas Eastern

U.S. Didrict Judge John H. Hannah Jr., chief judge of the Eastern
Didrict of Texas since June 2001, died early this morning in Florida of an
apparent heart attack. Hannah, 64, was attending a meseting of the Judicid
Conference Committee on Defender Services in Miami, Ha, and was
accompanied by his wife, U.S. Magidtrate Judge Judith K. Guthrie. The
funerd istentatively scheduled for 10 am. Monday a First Baptist Churchin
Tyler. Funerd arrangementsare under the direction of Burks-Waker-Tippitt
inTyler.

Judge Hannah will be missed by his wife, Judge Guthrie, his father, John Hannah, Sr., of Diball,
his brother James Hannah, a professor at Texas A&M Universty, his son John 111, who works for the
Nationd Federation of Wildlifein Audin, Texas, hisgrand-daughter Rebeccaof Augtin, and his secretary
of many years, Glenda Shelton of Tyler.

U.S. Digtrict Judge Thad Heartfidld of Beaumont hastaken Judge Hannah's place as the chiefjudge
of the Eastern Didtrict. Judge Heartfield has been afedera judge since March 1995.

Judge Hannah was appointed to the federal bench in Eastern Texas by then-President Clintonon
March 11, 1994. He became chief judge of the court onJune 17, 2001. He had along history of public
sarvice, beginning with agtint in the U.S. Navy from 1958-1961. He aso served as Sate representetive
from the Fifth Digrict (Angdina County) from 1967-73. He then was elected as didtrict attorney for
Angdina County and served from1973-75. 1n 1975, Judge Hannahwaslega counsd for Common Cause
of Texas. After two yearsof private practice, Judge Hannah was appointed U.S. Attorney for the Eastern
Didtrict of Texas, aposition he served inuntil 1981. Judge Hannah practiced law in Tyler and Lufkin from
1981-91. He was appointed Secretary of State for the State of Texasin 1991 and served until 1994.

Before becoming Secretary of State, Hannah focused primaily on federd trid work in his law
practice. He defended clientsin severa long-term RICO cases and tried severd federd avil rightscases
representing plaintiffs and defendants. He supervised 19 lawyersand their support staff as United States
Attorney for the Eastern Didlrict of Texas. Judge Hannah congidered one of his most significant litigated
mattersto be his prosecutionin 1979 of one of the first crimina RICO casesever brought infederal court.
After atrid that |asted several weeks, the defendant was found guilty. Hannah aso successfully argued the
case before the Fifth Circuit.

A December 16, 1996 aticle in the Texas Lawyer included interviews with 56 local atorneys
regarding Judge Hannah. The article accurately described him as "an easygoing judge with a good grasp
of thelaw." Here are somelawyer quotes regarding Judge Hannah from that article:

"Y ou know, if they would let me select federa judges, dl of themwould be just like John Hannah.



Heisaguy with trid experience.

"Fromthe standpoint of acrimind defense attorney dl you redly want is ajudge who will give you
anevenplayingfidd, let youlawyer, and it's up to youto out-lawyer the government. Hegivesyou
that playing field, and that's both in civil practice aswdl as crimind practice.”

"He'sareal good seat-of-the-pants lawyer. He cdls the shotsright.”

"He knows the crimina law insde and out. Heistop-notch.”

"He has good legdl skills- an outstanding judge and advocate."

"Heiskind to lawyers and hasn't logt his sense of humor. Be straightforward with him.”
"Hehasno bias. Heisfar. Heisimpartid."

A few days ago Judge Hannah called Judge Wendd |l Radford and told hmthat one of the
firg things he wanted to do when he retired was “buy a pick-up truck and show Rebecca (his
granddaughter) America” According to Chief Judge Heartfield, who has spokento dl the judges
of the Eagtern Didtrict this morning, the unanimous view is that the court has lost “agreet friend,
jurig, chief judge and statesman, but it is John Hannah as afriend that we will miss the mogt.”



