
GENERAL ORDER 23-08 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

GENERAL ORDER APPOINTING  
MAGISTRATE JUDGE MERIT SELECTION PANEL 

This General Order is entered to establish a Merit Selection Panel to assist the district 

judges of this Court in the selection and appointment of a new United States Magistrate Judge in 

Plano, Texas, and any other matter the judges may assign to the panel.  This General Order is 

rendered pursuant to the Federal Magistrate Judges Act of 1979, as amended at 28 U.S.C. §§ 631-

639. 

Therefore, it is ORDERED that the following persons are hereby appointed to serve as 

members of said Magistrate Judge Merit Selection Panel: 

Hon. Jill Willis (Chair) Melida Ailshire* 
429th District Court Sherman, Texas 75092 
Russell A. Steindam Courts Building 
2100 Bloomdale Road, Suite 10014 
McKinney, Texas 75071 Mary Serio* 
(972) 547-5720 (office) Dallas, Texas 75231 
jwillis@co.collin.tx.us

Wm. Charles Bundren Garland Cardwell  
Bundren Law Group, PLLC  Munson, Munson, Cardwell & Keese 
2591 Dallas Parkway, Suite 300 123 South Travis Street 
Frisco, Texas 75034 Sherman, Texas 75090 
(918) 992-3300 (office) (903) 893-8161 (office)
charles@bundrenlaw.net gcardwell@munsonlaw.com

E. Leon Carter David T. Moran 
Carter Arnett Jackson Walker 
Campbell Centre II 2323 Ross Avenue, Suite 600 
8150 North Central Expressway, Suite 500 Dallas, Texas 75201 
Dallas, Texas 75206 (214) 953-6051 (office)
(214) 550-8188 (office) dmoran@jw.comdmoran@jw.com
lcarter@carterarnett.com



 
 
 
A. Paul Miller      Prerak Shah 
Miller, James, Miller & Hornsby LLP  Gibson Dunn 
1725 Galleria Oaks Drive    811 Main Street, Suite 3000 
Texarkana, Texas 75503    Houston, Texas 77002 
(903) 794-2711 (office)    (346) 718-6677 (office) 
paul.miller@miller-james.com   pshah@gibsondunn.com 
 
Patricia Chamblin     Amanda Abraham 
Mehaffy Weber     The Roth Law Firm 
P. O. Box 16      P. O. Box 876 
Beaumont, Texas 77704    Marshall, Texas 75671-0876 
(409) 835-5011 (office)    (903) 935-1665 (office) 
patriciachamblin@mehaffyweber.com  aa@rothfirm.com 
 
(Members designated by * are public-non-lawyer members) 
 
 
 The Panel shall report to the Court the result of its activities and specify the five (5) 

applicants, as finalists, which the Panel has determined to be the best qualified not later than ninety 

(90) days after the date of this General Order, unless otherwise directed by the Court. 

Additionally, the Clerk of Court has published public notices regarding the appointment of 

a magistrate judge. The notices were published in conformance with the procedures specified in 

Chapter 4 of The Selection, Appointment and Reappointment of United States Magistrate Judges 

(Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, October 2016). 

It should be noted that effective September 13, 2016, the Judicial Conference of the U.S. 

Courts adopted amendments to the regulations governing the selection, appointment, and 

reappointment of magistrate judges. One of the amendments creates a new obligation on the part 

of the Court to notify merit selection panel members in writing of the restriction in § 420.30.20(d) 

as it applies to them, which essentially restricts panel members from applying for magistrate judge 

positions until one year has elapsed since the panel member served on the panel. This provision is 

found at § 420.30.10(c). Pursuant to notice from the Clerk of Court and this order, all panel 

members have been advised in writing of the restriction set forth in § 420.30.20(d). 

 
 
 
 



FOR THE COURT: 

So ORDERED and SIGNED this 18th day of September, 2023. 

_________________________________________ 
RODNEY GILSTRAP 
Chief Judge 

jamesgilstrap
Rodney Gilstrap


